* Q&A WITH AUTHOR ERIN RICHARDS

1) Do you have a quote or slogan you try to live by?

“Never give up, never surrender.” If | had not listened to that, | wouldn’t be published right now. Look it
up. It’s in the acknowledgements of Vigilante Nights.

2) What do you like to do when you're not writing?

Other than spending time at my day job, | love to read, watch TV (sometimes too much reality TV),
dabble in photography and graphics and my newest thing is gardening and re-landscaping my backyard.

3) How did you get your agent and can you refer me to her?

After several years of sending query letters and writing samples to agents, | quit. | had decided to go it
alone and submit my books to publishers on my own. With a good feeling in my gut, | took a chance on
submitting Vigilante Nights to Merit Press, the new contemporary YA division of F+W Media. My editor,
Jackie Mitchard, loved it offered me a contract. | decided | would try to get an agent with that contract,
as | still thought it best for my career to have an agent. | had some near misses with agent Natalie
Lakosil, at Bradford Literary, coming really close on a couple submissions, and in a twist of fate, | had
stood in line next to her at a book signing at the Romance Writers of America’s National Conference a
week earlier. It seemed serendipitous, like all the stars, the moon and the sun had converged! The rest is
history. Anyway, if you’re looking for an agent, I've written a couple articles about searching for a
literary agent and questions to ask if you get The Call.

4) Do you write full-time?

| wish that | could, but | support myself and don’t yet make enough at writing to keep a roof over my
head. Fortunately, | work in corporate America at a job | love. Between my day job and my writing, my
days and nights are pretty full and quite fulfilling. | always wish there were more hours in the day so |
could write more and faster, but I'll keep hanging onto that dream!

5) Will you read and critique my great American novel?

Sorry, it’s not good business for authors to read manuscripts by other authors unless you have a critique
partnership. Also, my time is extraordinarily limited since | have such little time for writing and the
business of selling books. If you’re looking for a critique partner, check the Beta Readers, Mentors and
Writing Buddies thread at the Absolute Write Forums.

6) Do you have any advice for other writers?

Persevere. Don’t ever give up chasing your dream. Even when you’ve gotten hundreds of agent rejection
letters or every publishing house has turned you down and you want to chuck it all, keep writing. It only
takes one editor or one agent to like your first, third or even your tenth book. If writing is in your blood,
you’ll never be able to give it up no matter which path you take with your writing.
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7) What inspired you to write your first YA novel Vigilante Nights?

The first novel | wrote when | was eighteen was originally inspired by S.E. Hinton’s classic novel, The
Outsiders, one of my favorite all time novels. Memories of gang activity and street racing from my teen
years also played a role in the plotting. The story had stayed with me for years, and | always wanted to
update and write it with a fresh outlook and more experience. Despite hearing that the market was soft
for books written from a boy’s POV, Lucas’s story begged to be written and published. | couldn’t ignore
my muse! Vigilante Nights bears only slight resemblance to that long-ago story, but Lucas’s coming of
age in a time of tragedy remained constant.

8) What'’s your number one source of inspiration?

Books. Pretty much everything | read inspires me in one way or another. There are so many creative
authors in the world, with fantastic ideas, characters (real or fake) and great word-painting. Imagine
how only twenty-six letters of the alphabet can create so much entertainment!

9) What are your three favorite books of all times?

The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton

Outlander by Diana Gabaldon

The Hobbit by J.R. Tolkein

10) Three favorite authors?

Kim Harrison

Karen Marie Moning

Jacqueline Carey

11) Favorite YA series/novel?

Divergent by Veronica Roth

12) Favorite Book I’'ve read in 2015 so far?

I'll give you three since they’re part of the Lunar Chronicles series by Marissa Meyer:
Cinder; Scarlet; and Cress (| can’t wait to read Winter!).

13) What are your top four favorite current TV shows?

The Walking Dead; Outlander; Shameless; and Game of Thrones.
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